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Should the Rec Center be 
expanded? You decide.
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COURTESY PH O TO
Shannon Boren
MUSTANG DAILY
There are few school-related things over which 
students have control. No one votes whether mid­
terms are a good idea or if 10 minutes is sufficient 
time to dash from class to class, and rarely do stu­
dents have a say in new construction and fee in­
creases. The proposed Recreation Center expan­
sion, however, is offering students a chance to voice 
their opinion in an online vote Wednesday and 
Thursday.
Associated Students Inc. came up with a propos­
al to expand the current Rec Center in an attempt 
to meet the perceived growing needs of the campus 
community. Now they are looking for students to 
decide whether the expansion is something they 
want implemented.
“We’ve run a neutral and informative campaign 
on what the new Rec Center would entail,” ASl 
president Brandon Souza said. “We’re not advocat­
ing a vote either way; it’s just an informative cam­
paign for students to make an educated decision.”
So what would the new facilities include?
To start with, the $72 million plan would double
the Rec Center’s current size. The addition would 
include another 14,0()0 square feet for the weight 
and exercise rooms, two new courts for basketball 
and volleyball, a multi-activity center for sporting 
and entertainment activities, and a leisure pool in 
addition to the existing lap pool.
“If you look at some of the other CSUs, many 
of their Rec Centers are much newer and more 
amenity-filled than ours,” ASI public releations co­
ordinator Michelle Broom said. “Cal Poly was one 
of the very first to build one, but now everyone else 
'has a Rec Center and ours is old.”
The project will require a 51 percent approval 
in order to pass and, if approved, is projected to be 
completed in September 2011. Though the facili­
ties would remain open throughout construction, 
very few students currently attending Cal Poly will 
have a chance to utilize the new additions once 
completed.
“It’s the idea that students today are preparing 
for the students of tomorrow,” Souza said. “The 
Student Union and the Sports Complex were both 
voted on by students in the past. My dad was class 
o f ’71 at Poly and he voted on the Student Union 
in ’67 but never got to use it. Unfortunately, Rome
wasn’t built in a day and neither are buildings on 
campus.”
It will also be the students.of tomorrow pay­
ing an increased fee of $65 per quarter when the 
facilities open; current students pay nothing until 
then. And while these increases do provide benefits, 
they are also adding to the constantly rising cost of 
higher education.
eSU  fees have nearly doubled in the last five 
years, and the CSU system recently announced a 
10 percent increase for next year in general fees 
charged to all students.
According to Broom, this is one of the major 
complaints ASl has been receiving about the pro­
posal.
“There are students who are putting themselves 
through school and have jobs,” she said. “They have 
to really budget their finances, and raising stu­
dent fees, no matter what it’s for, is a hardship for 
them.”
Graphic communications senior Cassie Barth 
understands both sides of the issue.
“In general, I think the expansion is good be-
see Expansion, page 6
Costume Capers must relocate by April
Dustin Stone
MUSTANG DAILY
After 23 years of conducting business in downtown San Luis Obispo, the 
owners of Costume Capers have been given until April 11 to move 
out of their Chorro Street location due to the safety hazards as­
sociated with unreinforced masonry buildings.
The termination of their lease comes hot on the heels of a 
court ruling from earlier this month that awarded $2 million to 
the families of two women killed in a building collapse during the 
2003 San Simeon earthquake. A jury found 84-year-old Mary Mast- i 
agni, owner of the historic Acorn Building in Paso Robles, guilty of f 
negligence for not reinforcing the 111-year-old structure.
The ruling opens owners of unreinforced masonry buildings up 
to potential lawsuits from anyone injured on their property during a 
natural disaster.
“Now you can sue Mother Nature, I guess,” said Keith Wetzel, co­
owner of Costume Capers.
According to Wetzel, the future of the store is uncertain, but he can under­
stand the need to evacuate th'e Blackstone Building.
. “The upstairs has been condemned for at least 30 years,” he said.“Physically,
to have it retrofitted is beyond what anybody can do.”
Wetzel has been staking out new locations for the shop but cannot say 
whether or not it will be reopening until he can reach his business partner, who 
was vacationing out of the country when the decision was handed down.
Finding a space of equal or greater size in the downtown area within the 
same budget has proved difficult. This has led Wetzel to believe that Costume 
Capers may relocate to one of the more industrial parts of town, which, 
as it turns out, wouldn’t be such a bad thing.
“We’re more of a destination store,” he said. Also, relocating to 
a large warehouse space would solve many of the store’s current 
problems with storage and long lines during the holidays, he said. 
The diminutive size of the current location leads to a 45- 
minute wait just to get inside around Halloween.
“Hopefully it will be a positive thing for everybody,”
COURTESY PH O TO  ^ a i d .
As for the Blackstone Building, its fate is as uncertain as that 
of Costume Capers. The staggering amount of renovation necessary to make 
it safe makes demolition an appealing choice for its owners. Wetzel said its 
bricks are so waterlogged that one could easily drive nails through them
see Capers, page 7
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New York Philharmonic 
arrives in North Korea
Burt Herman
ASS(K lArUO PKI SS
The New York Philharmonic be­
came the most prominent U.S. cultur­
al institution to visit isolated, nuclear- 
armed North Korea on Monday, and 
orchestra members said they hoped 
their musical diplomacy could bring 
the two nations closer ttigether.
A stern-taced border guard 
checked music director Lorin Maa- 
zel’s passport before he descended 
the steps of the plane to the tarnuic, 
where otîicials welcomed him and 
other orchestra members with hand­
shakes and smiles. Later, the musicians 
were treated to a North Korean dance 
program and a banquet.
North Korea made unprecedent­
ed accommodations for the orchestra, 
allowing a delegation of nearly 300 
people, including musicians, staff and 
journalists, to fly into Pyong>'ang on a 
chartered plane for the 4H-hour visit.
The Philharmonics concert Tues­
day will be broadcast live on North 
Korea’s state-run TV and radio, un­
heard of in a country where events 
are carefully choreographed to bol­
ster the personality cult of leader Kim 
Jong 11.
The Philharmonic accepted the 
North’s invitation to play last year, 
with the encouragement of the U.S. 
government, at a time of rare opti­
mism in the long-running nuclear 
standort'involving the countries.
.After successfully testing an atomic 
bomb in C )ctober North Korea
shut down its main nuclear reactor in 
July and is working to disable it in ex­
change for aid and removal from U.S. 
terrorism and sanctions blacklists.
But disarmament has stalled this 
year because of w hat Washington says 
is North Korea’s failure to give a full 
declaration of its atomic programs to 
be dismantled, something it promised 
to do under an international agree­
ment.
Maazel said despite the political 
overtones of the trip, it was the right 
decision to go.
“I think it would have been a 
great mistake not to accept their in­
vitation,” he said after arriving at the 
Pyongyang airport.
“1 am a musician and not a poli­
tician. Music has always traditionally 
been an arena, an area where people 
make contact. It’s neutral, it’s enter­
tainment, it’s person to person,” Maa­
zel said.
He said if the music moves the au­
dience, “we will have made whatever 
contribution we can make to bring­
ing our peoples just one tiny step 
closer.”
Later, Maazel and orchestra mem­
bers attended a pert'onnance that 
featured folk dancers and was largely 
devoid of the ideological content 
typical of most North Korean shows. 
Only the last number was overtly po­
litical: A woman dressed as guerrilla 
and brandishing a red scarf performed 
a dance dramatizing Korean resistance 
to Japan's colonial occupation before 
World War 11.
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OAKLAND (AP) — You GREENSBORO, Ga. (AP) PRETORIA, South Africa
know you’re in a different kind of — Nearly four decades after this (AP) — South Africa said it will
college when a teaching assistant sets rural Cieorgia county stopped seg- allow elephants to be killed to
five marijuana plants down in the regating its schools by race, it wants control their population, revers-
middle of a lab and no one blinks a to divide students again — this time ing a 1994 ban and immediately
bloodshot eye. by sex. drawing criticism from animal
Welcome to Oaksterdam Uni- Cireene County is set to become rights activists.
versify, a new trade school where the first school district in the nation In a government statement
higher education tikes on a whole to go entirely single-sex, with boys given to reporters Monday, kill-
new meaning. and girls in separate classrooms — a ing elephants is described as one i
The school prepares people for move born of desperation over years way of managing growing popu-
jobs in C'alifornia’s thriving medi- of poor test scores, soaring dropout lations. 1
cal marijuana industry. For $200 and rates and high numbers of teenage The government in 1994 i
the cost of two required textbooks. pregnancies. banned culling the elephant
students learn how to cultivate and “At the rate we’re moving, we’re population, but since then, the
cook with cannabis, study which never going to catch up,” Superin- number of the giant beasts in the
strains of pot are best for certain tendent Shawn McC'ollough told country has ballooned from 8,000
ailments, and are instructed in the parents in an impassioned speech last to more than 20,000. The new
legalities of a business that is against week. “If we’re going to take some policy becomes oft'icial Friday.
the law in the eyes of the federal steps, let’s take some big steps.” • • •
government • • • BERLIN (AP) — Police
• • • DEKALB, 111. (AP) — North- dogs in the western German city
SACRAMENTO (AP) — ern Illinois University students re- of Duesseldorf will no longer get f1
Irene Hunt, the common-law wife turned to campus Monday ready their feet dirty when on patrol: 1
of a self-styled religious leader, has to get on with their semesters, even The entire dog unit will soon be
been sentenced to 14 years in prison as the deadly shooting rampage 10 equipped with blue plastic fiber
for transporting her 7-year-old son days ago weighed heavily on their shoes, officials said Monday.
to have sex with an adult. minds. “All 20 of our police dogs — t1
Hunt’s common-law husband. “It’s going to be a ‘lean on you’ Cierman and Belgian shepherds 1
60-year-old Allen Harmd of Sacra- type of tky,‘I’m here for you’ day,” — are currently being trained to i
mento, was found guilty earlier this said Jonathan Brock, a 2.S-year-old walk in these shoes,” Andre Hart- 1
month of transporting minors for industrial management major from wich said.“ I’m not sure they like 1
sexual activity. Cdiicago. It, but they’ll have to get used to t
He w’as accused of engaging in Students wearing red lapel pins it.” 1
ritualistic sex acts with children from in honor of their school colors re- The unusual footwear is not a 11
two families for more than a decade turned to lectures and labs MoiuLiy fashion statement, Hartwich said. 1
as part of a religion he claimed to as classes began for the first times but rather a necessity due to the
h.ive started. since the Feb. 14 shootings. high rate of paw injuries on duty.
i
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I “What one thing would you 
 ^ change about the Rec Center?”
? Compiled and photographed by Dustin Stone
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“ People say air conditioning. 
But I don ’t  th ink  i t ’s worth 
the energy costs. Anything 
we could do to  maxim ize 
the natural a ir flow would be 
great.”
■Dean Unger,
environmental engineering 
junior
7
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“ M ore tre a d m ills . Hands 
dow n.”
■Monica Valdez, 
construction management 
sophomore
“ M ore  c o u rts  fo r vo lley ­
ba ll and in d o o r soccer. 
Or m aybe m ore  free  
c la s s e s .”
-Nicole Acosta, 
kinesiology sophomore
"I would say adding more 
cardio m achines because 
it gets really crowded at 
certa in  points during the 
day.”
-Shana Davis, 
nutrition freshman
Get involved with 
MSI Student Government
President & Board of Directors
ASI E le ctio n  P a c k e ts  
N ow  A v a ila b le
Pick up application in ASI 
Business Office UU212
Filing Deadline:
Friday, March 7,2008
OSSlIB
S T U D E N T  G O V E R N M E N T
ASI will hccNcry vtihJent s 
connection to the ultimate coiicyc 
e\pcnencc.
YouVe been poked by
T h e  M u s t a n g  D a i l y
P o ke  th em  b ack  a t
www.mustangdaily.net
Hey, we’ve got a real news feed too.
POUCE Bunno
I Feb. 21, 23:40 - Officers investigated a complaint that someone had urinated on the 
door at a tower apartment.
Feb. 21 ,16:45 - Officer responded to a complaint of a possibly mentally ill subject at 
the Health Center. The subject was transported to the County Health Center for 
evaluation.
Feb. 21 ,11:32 - Officers responded to complaints of a subject behaving strangely anc^  
in a threatening manner. The subject was identified and directed to leave campus.
Feb. 20 ,12:30 - Officers investigated a complaint of theft at Mott Gym. Unknown 
suspect(s) removed a banner posted outside the building.
Feb. 20, 09:26 - Graffiti was reported at the Alex G. Spanos Stadium.
Feb. 20, 08:56 - Graffiti was reported at the Performing Arts Center ticket booth.
Feb. 19,12:39 - A suspicious person at the bookstore was reported to the University 
Police Department. The subject was determined to be a transient and left campus.
Feb. 18,13:46 - Officers contacted an individual concerned about somebody possibly 
following her.
SIDEWALK SALE!
Save up to 75%
on Cal Poly clothing & emblematic gifts, 
seasonal gifts, general reading books, 
computer accessories, school, office & 
art supplies, textbooks and more!
^  ^  In front of
El Corral 
Bookstore
A  NONPROFIT iMtGANIZATION SER\TNC C a L PoiY SINCE
wviw.eicbrraltiaokstare.crarTi
LOW TO NO COST
BIRTH CONTROL
IF ELIGIBLE
STI screening and treatment 
Pap and cancer screening 
Urinary Tract infection Treatment 
Free Condoms 
Emergency Contraception
Now offer 
HPV Vaccine!
HealthWorks
A ff or daO le Confidential.  Caring
"Walk Ins Welcome"
San Luis Obispo at University Square
www.healthworkscc.com phone: 542-0900
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‘If painting is a language, is 
this thinking or observation?’
Squeak Camwath’s Cuesta College exhibit begs the question
o B S e i
Brian McMullen
SfANti OAILV
Artist and UC Berkeley professor Squeak Carn- 
wath’s brain is on display at Cuesta College. Well, 
not exactly, but as much as she could fit on nine 
huge canvases.
The exhibit showcases newer paintings and prints 
from the highly awarded Oakland-based painter 
whose career began in 1971.
The collection is brimming with complexity. It’s 
hard to stand back and view the paintings fix>m a dis­
tance. After taking in the image as a whole, it’s neces­
sary to step closer and examine the finite details, some 
of which look accidental. It’s also hard not to focus on 
the paintings’ similarities as much as their differences.
Each piece, with the exception o f one, appears 
earthy and stained from Carnwath’s application of 
hundreds o f layers of paint and alkyd, a substance 
that assists in the building-up of glazes. On top of 
this, and in almost every piece, she paints symbols 
such as a black vase or urn, the bust o f a sad man 
with shaggy hair and a stubble-beard, tree trunks, 
vinyl records and dashed lines that cordon off“Guilt 
Free Zones.” In an interview posted on UC Berke­
ley’s Web site, Carnwath said the guilt-free zones 
serve as a place to give herself a break from the 
emotions presented by the rest o f the pieces.
The pieces don’t really demand an emotional re­
sponse; it’s subtler than that.
Each painting challenges viewers to think, yet 
each makes statements in a plain, clear manner, of­
ten through the childish handwriting on binder pa­
per that adorns some o f Carnwath’s works. Some 
of these messages are humorous; others invoke an 
“oooh” or “hmmm.”
On “The Whole Truth,” a piece of binder paper 
reads, “Inside is outside. Is the handed-down world 
the world of the true? The whole truth?” On a piece 
called “Perfect” amongst paint drips and on the 
blotchy-beige background, Carnwath wrote a para­
graph about a Russian schoolteacher who predicted in 
the eighteenth century that animals would be the first 
“space travel pioneers.” In the guilt-fi’ee zone of this 
piece are two vinyl records and a map of sorts.
The most intriguing statement o f the exhibit is 
made by one o f the simpler pieces in the collection 
(one of three selling for $55,000). The upper third 
of the painting is a dirty blue, mixed with grays and 
browns and greens, and the lower two-thirds are 
the usual hundreds of layers and paint drips. Where 
the blue meets the beige, Carnwath questions the 
validity of painting as a language. Her erratic words 
read, “If painting is a language, is this thinking or 
observation?” She then asks if above the words is a 
picture of the sky or a bluish patch of paint.
In a way, this is the notion challenged by all of 
the paintings. You can look at them atid say, “This 
is a piece of paper. A vinyl record. An urn. A dude. 
And is that a dog?” You can also simply take it in as 
the portrayal o f complex human emotions through 
symbolism, humor, color and depth. Or you can just 
stare at the guilt-free zones.
Carnwath’s exhibit is showing in the Cuesta Col­
lege Art Gallery (room 7170) through Wednesday, 
March 5.
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Mon-Wed Nights 
$2.50 Hand Rolls
Fri-Sat Nights 990 Sake
ladles Night Every Wed 
with 20% on
1065 Olive St.
and Santa Rosa
[next to  Taco Bell]
805.546.8857
All You Can Eat $28.50
Mon-Wed lunch
Terlyakl Chicken Bowls
Starting at $5.95
Newly Expanded Patte 
fer Bigger Parties
Mon>Sat Lunch 11:30*2:30 
Mon-Thurs Dinner 5:00-10:00' 
Fri-Sat Dinner 5:00-11.^0 
Sunday Dinner 5:00-9:00
LOCATIONS
791 Foothill 
7121 Broad St.
OPEN LATE
Foothill Hours 
Sun-Wed 7am-2am 
Th-Sat 7am-3am
Nachos with Chicken, 
Beef or Pork & Soda
Nachos Includes: Beans, Cheese, 
Cilantro, Oi^ions, Pico de Gallo,
"  S<ailsarSour CrearfilTGuacamble.;;;:^
Now swrving
fresh
homemade
flan!
Mucho Grande Burrito 
(Chicken^ Beef, Pork) & Soda
Burrito Includes: Rice, Beans, Cheese, 
Cilantro, Onions, Pico de Gallo, 
Salsa, Sour Cream & Guacamole.
5»v« $4.tH> dH«’’ valid Wm 2/36 *if<i
1 Foothill Location 
I  Now open for 
I Breakfast!
I Breakfast Borrito
i
r  sour cream 
& coffee!
Served AN Day from 7am
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Expand your 
brain: read 
Miranda July
CAVEAT LECTOR
[reader beware]
W
egger
From filmmaker, musician and artist Miranda July comes “No 
One Belongs Here More Than You,” a compilation of short stories, 
many of which were originally published individually in literary 
journals and magazines such as The New Yorker and The Paris 
Keview.
While vastly different, all the stories focus on a different aspect 
of human connection.They revolve around shared patios and shared 
beds, kisses between friends and lovers, secret meetings and secret 
hugs, and dozens more quirky ways humans figure out how to con­
nect. In the book, there are 16 stories and 16 different chances for 
the reader to resonate with July’s beautiful and brilliant mind.
Many of the stories are painful to read, not only for their 
sometimes-graphic details but also for their poignant honesty. July 
transports the reader deep into each protagonist’s complex psy­
chology enough for us to understand, or at least somehow accept, 
the inexplicable (and often weird) things they do.
A lonely girl hosts weekly “swimming” lessons in her apart­
ment for senior citizens in “The Swim Team,” even though the 
lessons take place inside on the carpet with no pool at all. An­
other girl joins a peep show after her girlfriend dumps her in 
“SomethingThat Needs Nothing.” In a strange way, you don’t feel 
like you can judge her, since you see her pain through her own 
eyes. Everything makes some sort of sense, since we’re inside their 
head. Indeed, instead of presenting characters to us, July lets them 
present themselves through their own reactions and experiences. 
Somehow we come to understand their individual realities and the 
events that fit into their lives.
Complicated characters create complex situations, and the book 
is filled with deeply emotional episodes that come across as decep­
tively real. Beating loneliness through unexpected friendship in “It 
Was Romance,” wrestling with identity in “The Birthmark” and 
believing fantasy to counteract life’s monotony in “The Sister” in­
corporate every reader who has felt the same way, even though the 
course of action or the outcomes were different in their own lives.
July has denied that any of the stories are based on her own 
life, but added that,“ ...in an emotional sense, they are (all autobio­
graphical).” The same kind of feeling is sure to hold true for July’s 
audience. Every story is transcendentally metaphoric; the point 
isn’t in the details. The reader will understand and even relate to 
what’s going on, even though he or she will likely not identify 
concretely with the plotlines of the stories.
Some of the stories are a bit long, which somewhat detracts 
from their emotional effectiveness. After seven or eight pages, 
July’s point sometimes gets lost in rambling narrative and over­
description.The book’s strong suit isn’t in the details, and some of 
the endings seem forced instead of being allowed to naturally wrap 
up. Then again, perhaps that’s just July imitating life’s uneven and 
unplanned conclusions.
As a compilation of short stories, the book is not at all over­
whelming, as it can be easily set down and picked up again. The 
format will also allow readers to pick and choose their favorite and 
not-so-favorite stories, and take extra time to digest the hard ones. 
Preferences aside, each story is worth reading, if only to expand 
your brain a little bit.
Emilie Efiner is an English junior and Mustang Daily hook columnist.
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^Aqua Te  
Hunger F o r
The A du lt Sw im  si 
back in fu ll for
Frylock, Master 
k Shake and 
li|k Meatwad star 
in “Aqua Teen 
Hunger Force,” 
the Adult Swim 
show whose 
fifth season 
was released on 
DVD Jan. 29.
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Agnus-Dei Farrant
MUSTANti DAILY
ot everyone may find a ball of meat, 
goatee-laced floating box of fries and 
yellow-gloved shake cohabitating funny. 
But if those general descriptions arouse 
a grin or if specific episodes are called to 
mind, then it may be of interest to you 
that “Aqua Teen Hunger Force” season 
five is now available on DVD.
The most recent season of the animated Adult Swim 
television show was released Jan. 29. The two-disc set 
starts out slow, focusing on the three main characters: 
Meatwad. Master Shake and Frylock. I’ll leave it to you 
to match the name with the descriptions.
The deviant main characters often interact with their 
balding, vulgar neighbor, Carl. Additional bewildering 
characters add to stories just as peculiar in theme. The 
story plots may not make sense, but that’s OK; they’re 
not really meant to make much sense anyway.
If the endings leave you pondering all the unex­
plained and unaccounted-for scenarios, this is probably 
not the show for you. If you’re exerting your mind mid­
show in an attempt to make sense of the synopsis, you’re 
better ofF watching something else.
By the second coarse episode, I admit I considered 
breaking the DVD player due to how many times Shake 
promoted Boost Mobile in the 15-minute time slot. After 
calming down and reconciling with the show through the 
Hand Banana episode, I setded into a potenrial overdose of 
ATHF and gave mental props to the creators; they prob­
ably knew what they were doing with Shake wearing gold 
chains and advertising for a cell phone company.
Season five consists of 13 episodes and a plethora of 
extras. Eleven special features integrate material often 
equal in quality to the show.
No, the deleted scenes aren’t that great, but there is 
plenty to make up for it. The special feature titled “I 
like your booty but I’m not gay music video” speaks 
for itself. And the one titled “Aqua Teen Hunger Force 
responds to the critics” shows characters crudely react­
ing to and insulting critics of the movie “Aqua Teen 
Hunger Force Colon Movie Film for Theatres.”
If witnessing Shake threaten the lives of critics’ fami­
lies and promising his return if his demands are not met 
sounds like a gcHxl time, season five is a great fit to kill a 
lot of time — and it doesn’t require much thinking.
This heads-up of the DVD release in addition to any 
previous interest may not provoke you to buy it, but 
renting isn’t a bad idea. A little dose of Meatwad never 
hurt anybody.
at 1
free drink
with any Taco Combo
(taco, rice, beans, sour cream, guacamole, pico degallo....
and a founta in beverage on Taco Tuesdays.
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Veranda Cafe is located on Veranda Cafe's Hours: 
campus up the stairs across Monday - Friday
10:30 am - 2:00 pm 
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
njp  
from the Rec Center.
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Proposed Rec Center 
sketches firom top left: the 
lobby, the weight room, 
the multi-activity center 
and the leisure pool. The 
expansion plan includes 
another 14,000 square 
feet for the weight and 
exercise rooms.
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Expansion
continuedfrom page I
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but I think the additional $65 is a little expensive, especially 
if you don’t use the Kec Center or its facilities,” she said.
Other students feel the expansion is a good idea be­
cause it will shorten wait times and bring in new resources. 
Graphic communications freshman Jake Goble plans to vote 
yes on the issue.
“There will be a lot less waiting and they will have a 
lot more cardio machines,” he said. “1 usually lift weights 
and I’m just recently getting into cardio, so I’m happy about 
that.”
Civil engineering junior Andrew Santos also supports the 
proposal.
“A lot of times when 1 come to the Rec Center, it’s re­
ally hard to get onto the basketball courts and play. I 
think it’s a good idea to expand the number of courts 
so there’s less waiting,” he said.
Still, others feel the proposed facilities will do very 
little to ease congestion and meet students’ needs. Bi­
ology senior Blythe Nye has given up on the Rec 
Center altogether and now uses a gym off campus.
“It’ll be cool for the people who use it, but it 
makes me kind of wonder about what other things 
they could be doing with that money,” she said. “I 
don’t think that making the place bigger will help that 
much; it will just be a larger space that gets even more 
crowded than before.”
With so many diiTering opinions, this week’s vote 
will be the determining factor as to whether the Rec 
Center expands. According to Souza, ASI is not push­
ing for the verdict to go either way but is rather hop­
ing to bring the best amenities to campus that will
see Expansion, page 7
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Students decide i f  Recreation 
Center w ill LEED the way
Kory Harbeck
MUSTANG DAILY
Students voting on the Recreation Center expansion 
will be asked to answer an exit opinion poll as to whether 
the construction should be Leadership in Energy and En­
vironmental Design (LEED) certified.
In the planned version of the poll, only students who 
voted yes were permitted to participate in the exit poll. 
Associated Students Inc. recendy altered the voting struc­
ture to allow all voting students to voice their opinion.
“Everyone should be able to share their opinion on 
LEED certification regardless of their stance on ex­
pansion,” environmental management senior Antoine 
McGrath said.
If the expansion referendum passes, the student opin­
ion poll will be used as a guiding light for the design 
process. LEED is a building rating system of the United 
States Green Building Council created to encourage 
green design and implementation.
Current California State University policy is that 
new construction projects adhere to LEED equiva- 
lency standards, but the Green Campus program .
and Empower Poly Coalition are encourag-  ^
ing students to push for certification.
“Third-party accreditation will 
hold Poly to the highest stan­
dard. Certification enforces f' 
accountability, making sure * 
construction compa­
nies can’t cut corners. Accreditation enforcement ensures 
the standards are met,” said fndustrial engineering senior 
and Empower Poly Coalition President Chad Worth.
The program awards silver, gold and platinum certifi­
cation based on six categories: sustainable sites, water ef­
ficiency, energy and atmosphere, materials and resources, 
indoor environmental quality and innovation, and design 
process.
The new science and math building as well as the 
new construction management buildings both scrapped 
LEED certification in light of budget restrictions in re­
cent years.
“With the Rec Center, students have the oppor­
tunity to implement what the university failed to do,” 
Worth said.“In essence, students can LEED the way.”
“If the entire student body is polled. I’m confident 
there would be overwhelming support for LEED certi­
fication,” McGrath said.
If the Rec Center were to be LEED certified, it 
would not alter the proposed $65 increase in student
fees or any of the other items planned in the expan- 
r sion referendum. Sustainability
/f
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would also offer long­
term cost benefits 
for the campus 
and ASI.
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by hand.
Claire Clark, economic de­
velopment manager for the City 
of San Luis Obispo, said it is not 
certain whether the building will 
be demolished. That decision 
will not be made until its owners 
have made a complete evaluation 
of seismic risk.
She did note that “there are 
certain aspects of the building 
that make it difficult to reuse.”
Costume Capers and the 
neighboring Photography 101 
shop aren’t the only businesses 
to face retrofitting problems, but 
they are unique in the sense of 
urgency surrounding their move.
Following the San Simeon 
quake, the city moved deadlines 
for reinforcing masonry build­
ings from 2012 to 2010. How­
ever, even though that deadline 
is still nearly two years away, “the 
recent court case seems to be 
driving a greater interest in ret­
rofitting on the part of owners,” 
Clark said.
Expansion
continuedfrom page 6
meet students’ wants and needs. As an avid user of the Rec Center, how­
ever, he thinks the plan presents numerous benefits.
“We have a significant amount of students who have gone elsewhere 
and we’re hoping to bring them back on campus,” he said. “Rec Centers 
of the future are geared to a whole wellness aspect. It’s definitely not just 
barbells and treadmills anymore. It’s a lot more.”
If the idea doesn’t pass, ASI plans to continue offering the same re­
sources and activities for students as it always has.
“We’re here to initiate what the students want,” Broom said. “If they 
say that they don’t want a Rec Center expansion, then we’ll continue do­
ing what we do — bringing in concerts, running the Craft Center, and 
perhaps at a later date we’ll get a new Rec Center in for them.”
The online voting will be open to all Cal Poly students Wednesday and 
Thursday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and can be accessed through my.calpoly. 
edu.
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EDITORIAL
Something’s rotten at
Cal Poly
It’s a familiar scene. You go to the Cal 
Poly Recreation Center in hopes of fitting 
a 3()-minute workout into your day, but 
surprise — once you get there, you find 
that you’re not the only one with this plan. 
It’s you versus the mass of exercise-craving 
hopefuls and, unless you’re willing to wait, 
it’s not worth your time.
Wednesday and Thursday will mark the 
first steps toward amending this ongoing 
problem. Students will have the opportu­
nity to vote on their my.calpoly.edu por­
tal on not only whether the Rec Center 
should be expanded, but also whether it 
should be a more environmentally friendly, 
LEED-certified building. But there still re­
main some inherent problems behind this 
referendum.
As it is. Cal Poly students pay a total of 
$42 each quarter to Associated Students 
Inc.: $35 each quarter for the Rec Center’s 
facilities and programs and $7 to use and 
maintain the Sports Complex, which in­
cludes Baggett Stadium and the upper and 
lower sports fields off of Highland Drive 
and Via Carta Road. Now the proposed 
referendum would tack on an additional 
$65 to that — bringing it to a total of $107 
per quarter.
What this means is that 10 years from 
now, any given student will be paying al­
most $1,300 more than what we’re paying 
now for four years of Rec Center usage, 
summers not included. In fact, none of us 
will even be around to fully appreciate the 
completed building except for this year’s 
freshman class — and that’s assuming they’ll 
stay for a fifth year.
As it is, there are students now who 
don’t use the Rec Center, and there will 
always be students like this. Who is to tell 
them that they should fork over an addi­
tional $1,3(K) for a service they don’t even 
use?
Then there are the students who fulfill 
their exercise needs at an alternative local 
gym. Club 24 charges $35 a month in addi­
tion to $135 when a customer first enrolls.
$107
The total amount students will be 
forced to pay per quarter if the 
referendum passes.
Kennedy Club Fitness representatives said 
that most Cal Poly students pay about $50 
each month, while (»old’s (»ym estimated 
that the average membership is priced at 
$39 to $49 per month, which does not in­
clude a significant discount for Cal Poly 
students. Either way, all three options end 
up being comparable to what students will 
pay if and when the Rec Center is expand­
ed. (liven what these future students would 
be obligated to pay for the Rec Center 
alone should the referendum pass, it would 
be incredibly unwise to even think about 
joining another gym when it costs so much 
just to use the one on campus.
There’s no doubt that there is a prob­
lem at the Rec Center. At an ASI Univer­
sity Union Advisory Board meeting on 
Oct. 9, it was reported that an average of 
200 members entered the Rec Center be­
tween 5 and 8 p.m. And it’s a given that 
the enrollment at Cal Poly is only going 
to increase. Just look at 14 years ago when 
the Rec Center was first built — 16,330 
students were enrolled at Cal Poly as op­
posed to the 19,777 students enrolled as of 
fall 2007. Naturally, Cal Poly as a whole is 
going to have to accommodate expansions 
in various forms over the next 30 years.
For a project that will cost approximate­
ly $71 million, this still leaves ASI with a 
nice chunk of change. When 20,000 stu­
dents are charged $65 for 12 quarters, that 
accumulates $117 million — a far greater 
number than the $71 million needed. And 
this number doesn’t include summer fees 
and future enrollment increases.
But let’s look at what is necessary here. 
Gym-goers would certainly benefit from a 
sizeable weight room and cardio room and 
the proposed plan calls for these facilities 
to triple in size, allowing the maximum 
capacity to accommodate more than 3(M) 
people.
As for thf pool, records from the Oct. 
9 UUAB meeting show that more than 
6,(KK) people used the pool in September, 
comprising a significant portion of campus.
$1,284
The increased amount students will 
pay for four years (summers not 
included) if the referendum passes.
something to say?
-
let us il6âr it.
But do we really need a leisure pool? Sure, 
it looks pretty, but Cal Poly is a university 
— not a resort. And don’t forget that Poly 
Canyon Village, which is opening m fall 
2008, will house its own swimming pool. 
So needless to say, (?al Poly will have pools, 
let’s not worry about that.
Now to top it all otT, the proposed plan 
calls for a Multi-Activity Center. Looking 
more closely, however, this center doesn’t 
sound as though it would be all that dif­
ferent from the current gym that currently 
hosts concerts. Week of Welcome, job fairs 
and more. Officials say tht the new and 
improved gym will offer better accoustics 
to provide a higher quality concert experi­
ence. And the gym’s suggested safety pad­
ding and indoor soccer capabilities sound 
like perks, but really, are people getting 
thrown into the walls on such a consistent 
basis and suffering from playing soccer out­
side that this new center is warranted? Are 
the concerts at present so lacking that we 
should pay millions to improve the quality? 
What’s wrong with what we’ve got right 
now?
ASI needs to really look at what matters 
here and whether all students should be 
obligated to pay a fee for a utility that may 
mean nothing to them. Keep in mind that 
over the next 30 years, student fees will un­
doubtedly increase and Cal Poly may not 
always be known as a great deal in terms of 
what it costs to get an education here.
It’s only been 14 years since the Rec 
Center came into existence. By voting 
“Yes” for this referendum, you are essen­
tially committing the university and all 
future students to this Rec Center for the 
next 30 years. Fourteen years from now, 
there’s no turning back and saying “time 
for a new Rec Center!” If Cal Poly is going 
to do this, it should be done right.
While the referendum about to take 
place is commendable in that students have 
greater access to voting, the current refer­
endum as it stands simply does not warrant 
a “Yes” vote.
$71M
The cost of the proposed Rec 
Center expansion If the 
referendum passes.
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H2-Oh yeah!
Hi Sarah,
It seems that I ’ve always had a problem keepinj^ myselj hydrated. But when I think about it, I do have a significant amount of liquids in my 
daily diet. However, in your most recent article, you stated that one should drink six to eight glasses a day. From my standpoint, that sounds 
ridiculous! So I have a couple of questions: Can any form of water go into consideration for my daily quantity (i.e. ice from smoothies, soda and 
juices?) In what way can I get more water into my diet without making it feel like a homework assignment?
Thanks for the help,
Zachary Rosenthal 
computer engineering sophomore
Check your
PULSE
by Sarah Bailey
Although there are niany theories about the 
amount to drink, a safe bet is to drink at least 
eight cups of water each day to make sure you 
are properly hydrated. If you’re working out 
regularly, you should ideally drink even more 
than eight cups. According to the American 
Dietetic Association, the average adult loses 
about two-and-a-half quarts, or about 10 cups 
of water, daily. To maintain your body’s fluid 
balance, you need to replace it each day.
Ne.xt to air, water is the element most nec- ___________________
essary for survival. A normal adult is 60 to 70 
percent water. We can go without food for al­
most two months, but only a few days without water. Yet most people 
have no idea how much water they should drink. In fact, many live m a 
dehydrated state.
It’s hard to figure out what counts toward your recommended daily in­
take of water with so many conflicting opinions out there. Coflee and tea 
do not contribute to keeping you hydrated; caffeine acts as a diuretic, caus­
ing you to excrete excess fluids and important vitamins and minerals. Car­
bonated drinks won’t help because it takes more water to digest the car­
bonation than you are consuming with the beverage, so you end up losing 
water. Juice can contribute to your fluid needs, but because it takes some 
water and energy’ stores to metabolize all that 
sugar within your body, you’re better off 
with just plain w^ ater. Ice doesn’t hydrate 
you either because it takes your body 
energy to melt the ice to 9S.6 degrees, causing 
you to lose more fluids than you actually gain.
Sports drinks contain electrolytes and may be 
beneficial; just look out for added sugar and 
calories that you don’t need.
The minimum for a healthy person 
is eight to 10 eight-ounce glasses a day.
A good estimate is to take your body 
weight in pounds and divide that num­
ber in half. That gives you the number
of ounces of water per day that __—
you need to drink. For example, 
if you weigh 160 pounds, you ^ 
should drink at least HO ounces 
of water per day. If you e.xercise, 
you should drink another eight- 
ounce glass of water for every 20 
minutes you are active. If you drink 
alcohol, you should drink at least an
equal amount of water.
When you are traveling on an airplane, it is 
good to drink eight ounces of water for every 
hour you are aboard the plane. If you live in an 
arid climate, you should add another two serv­
ings per day. As you can see, your daily need for 
water can add up to quite a lot.
By not drinking enough water, many people 
incur excess body fat, poor muscle tone and 
size, decreased digestive efficiency and organ 
function, headaches, lower back pains, increased 
toxicity in the body, joint and muscle soreness, 
and water retention. It seems a little ironic, but 
fluid retention can sometimes be eliminated by drinking more water.
This sounds unpleasant, but the best way to tell if you are hydrated 
is your urine. A strong odor to your urine along with a yellow or am­
ber color indicates that you may not be getting enough water. If your 
urine is pale yellow or almost clear, congratulations, you are hydrated, 
my friend.
It may be difl'icult to drink enough water on a busy day. Be sure you 
have water handy at all times by keeping a bottle for water with you 
when you are working, traveling, or exercising. One thing I do is always 
keep a glass of water next to me as I study. The bathroom breaks are a 
good reason to get up and get the blood flowing every 
now and then.
If you get bored with plain water, add a bit 
of lemon or lime for a touch of flavor. There 
are some brands of flavored water avail­
able, but watch for extra calories.
Your intake should be spread through­
out the day and evening.You may won­
der, “If I drink this much, won’t I con­
stantly be running to the bathroom?’’ 
Yes. But after a few weeks, your blad­
der tends to adjust and you urinate less 
frequently, but in larger amounts. And 
by consuming those eight to 10 glasses of 
water throughout the day, you could be on 
your way to a healthier, more hy­
drated new vou.
Sarah Hailey is a nutrition se­
nior, a .Mustang ¡Xiily nutrition col­
umnist and a member of PI 'LSI:, 
ll-mail her your questions at slbai- 
leyd^xalpoly.edu.
LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
I too had a nightmare
1 had a nightmare Michael 
Portugal didn’t do legitmate 
research, allowing him to pretend 
he knew what he was talking 
about by oversimplifying issues.
I also had a nightmare Mi­
chael Portugal didn’t realize he 
ironically called himself a “proud 
American.”Too bad both actually 
happened.
Conner Johnston
Industrial engineering junior
1 thought this article was a le­
gitimate example of what true 
journalism is — presenting the 
facts in a respectful way to expose 
the truth about issues unknown 
to most students. I thought it was 
well written and, frankly, shock­
ing that our university that I 
myself take much pride in would 
agree to such a discriminatory 
program to gain “Saudi Dollars.” 
Nice job Mr. Eller, I thought it 
was fantastic article.
—  Matthew Peralta
Response to "Support Poly professors
first"
To TJ in SLO — Unfortunately 
you are so busy climbing on that 
soapbox you missed the entire 
point of the article. It seems 
that non-conservatives can only 
express their views by stomping 
on the ground and calling people 
names. Please grow up and look 
at the issue at hand.To Mr. Eller 
— thank you for a well-written, 
conscientious article. 1 agree with 
Matthew (a previous comment) 
that this article was an example of 
true journalism. I can rarely stom­
ach the Mustang Daily due to all 
of the unresearched rhetoric that 
passes for journalism. This column 
was a very pleasant surprise.
—  TMJ in SLO
Response to "Support l\yly professors
first ”
GUEST COMMENTARY
Getting my facts straight
First off, I would like to apologize to Ms. 
C'hiappe. If the anger I felt reading her response 
to me is any indication, what 1 said implied 
something that I didn’t mean. Thea‘’s a lot in 
her article to cover, so if 1 miss something, know 
that it was only for lack of space.
I would like to start this apology ofl'by ac­
knowledging what she pointed out; that the 
“Bringing Bias to C’lass” article was written by a 
Mustang 1 )aily correspondent. As such, the con­
servative columnists don’t deserve the blame I 
gave them for that article (although 1 enjoy Ms. 
(lellman’s articles, I found this one to be lacking 
not due to writing but poor choice of topic).
Even Ms.Chiappe’s article w'asn’t very heavy 
on the “poor me” feeling; I was primarily re­
ferring to the article “How I joined the Dark
Side," which feeds into a general siege mentalire 
that I get when I listen to conservative news, the 
feeling of always being under attack.
Kelating to my “schizoid" comment, I w.is 
not referring to the five diflerent columnists. I 
enjoy that; it broadens the views expressed in 
that section of the paper (I'm glad the liberal 
side has also added a second columnist). I was 
referring to the dichotomy between the “siege 
mentality” I felt from “How 1 joined the 1 )ark 
Side” and the vicious sense not long ago in 
“Wanted: Rational, Reasoned, Logical Liberal" 
(by the same author).
My writing about the conservative colunui 
is actually because it’s one of the parts of the 
paper I care the most about. The conservative 
column is the part of the paper that exposes
me to opinions that I can't generate in my own 
head. The reason I write so many complaints 
isn’t because I disagree with the opinions ex­
pressed (I actually welcome that), but because I 
feel the conservative arguments in the paper are 
poorly developed in a persuasive sense. When I 
have conservative friends who tell me that they 
are embarrassed to be associated with the argu­
mentative style put forward in the part of the 
paper they agree with, I feel there is something 
wrong with it.
Anyway, since 1 don’t want this article to be 
entirely negative. I’d like to mention some thing 
about the conservative side of the opinion page 
I do enjoy. I enjoy the opportunity every week 
to read the opinions of people who I gener­
ally don’t agree with; it gives me the chance
to broaden my horizons beyond my standard 
“liberal" opinions. 1 also veiy much enjoyed 
Mr. Eller's most recent column, “Support Poly 
Professors First." I found it to be well-thought 
out and researched and put forward a persuasive 
argument for the conservative viewpoint on the 
matter regarding Poly's proposed professor ex­
change with Jubail Universit\'.
1 hope to read many more good conserva­
tive articles in the time 1 have left at C.al Poly. 
After all, as Pat Paulsen said, “Assuming either 
the Left Wing or the Right Wing gained con- 
tnil of the country, it would pn>bably fly around 
in circles.”
Troy Kuersten is an aerospace engineering and 
physics senior and a Mustang Daily guest columnist.
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Crossword Edited by Will Shoilz No. 0115
Across
I Some charily 
fund-raisers
6 Outspoken
I I  Org. with a code
14 Singer Davis 
with the 1998 hit 
"32 Flavors"
15 Airplane seat 
choice
16 O ld ___, London
theater
17 Joie de vivre
19 Lab eggs
20 Accomplish
21 Star-related
23 Prank player
26 "South Park" kid
27 Preceder ot Bell 
or shell
31 Speed-happy 
driver
33 Book in which 
the first 
Passover 
occurred
35 Castle protector
36 Middle-earth 
meanie
39 Teacher’s 
charge
40 Paris s ___
Invalides
41 Colder and 
windier
43 “___a Tramp"
(“Lady and the 
Tramp" tune)
44 Singer Pinza
46 Popular setting 
tor a wedding
47 Fantastically 
wonderful
50 Snare
51 Daughter of 
Czar Nicholas I 
or II
53 Arctic bird
55 Newswoman 
Katie
57 Diner sign filler
6 2  _______ -la-la
63 Speaking 
manner
66 Go wrong
A N S W E R  T O  P R E V IO U S  P U Z Z L E
M
w
A B
D U
M
W
67 Proficient
68 O.K.
69 Newsman 
Koppel
70 Fix. as laces
71 This puzzle's 
theme
Down
1 _  Strip (much- 
fought-over 
area)
2 British P M .___
Douglas-Home
3 Whip
4 Prefix with 
matter
5 Like wearing a 
seat belt, e g.
6 Lombardy 
province or its 
capital
7 De-squeak
8 CBS forensic 
drama
9 “Our Gang” kid
10 Famous Virginia 
family
11 Lofty place for 
an academic
12 Pepsi vis-a-vis 
Coke
13 Symbol of justice
18 Racetracks
22 Bout decision
24 Didn't stay on
25 Kerfuffles
27 Part of M I.T.. 
Abbr.
28 Highway toll unit
29 Its academy is in 
New London, 
Conn
30 Some E R 
cases
32 .....vez (again,
in Spanish)
3 4
,0
-n ! ■
47 48
'  1 A,*-
■
66 ■
e**' ■
lie
45
li 13
49
7^
64
by SttM« M Iy  and Bruca Vaiuka
34 Preowned
37 Singer McEntire
38 Wheat, barley or
beans 
40 In ___ot
42 First drug
approved to treat 
AIDS
45 90210. for 
Beverly Hills
58
Feeling of loss 
Person obeying 
a coxswain 
Significant 
Four duos 
Peter of "M" 
Syper stars
___-Tass news
agency 
Court plea, 
informally
59 Tnbufary of the 
Colorado
60 Rent-__
(security person 
for hire)
61 Wraps (up)
64 Snare
65 Prefix with 
dermis
For answers, call 1-900-285-5656 $1.49 a minute; or, with a 
credit card, 1-800-814-5554
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000  
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year). 
Share tips: nytimes com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young 
solvers, nytimes.com/learnmg/'xwords.
Pop Culture Shock Therapy by Doug Bratton
WWW popculturecomics com © Doug Bratton 2(X)8
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© Puzzles
Com plete the g rid  so tha t every row, co lum n and 3x3 box 
contains every d ig it from  1 to  9 inclusively.
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V. EASY # 4 0
Solution, tips, and computer program at www.sudoku.com
CostBuy
Hundreds of Gisncs € a s y
Tuesday, February 26, 2008
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CORRECTIONS
The Mustang Daily staff takes 
pride in publishing a daily newspa­
per for the C'al Poly campus and the 
neighboring community. We appre­
ciate your readership and are thank- 
fi.ll for your careful reading. Please 
send your correction suggestions to 
mustangdaily(iZJgmail.com.
• In Mondays Mustang Daily, 
it was reported that C'al Poly ath­
letics director Alison Cxine could 
not be reached for comment Fri-
day through Sunday regarding the 
schools Friday announcement of a 
football game at Wisconsin on Nov. 
22. In fact, although her office was 
called, messages were not left, nor 
was the sports information depart­
ment contacted. We apologize for 
the mistake.
When reached Monday, Cone 
voiced excitement about the ar­
rangement.
“Players love to test themselves,” 
she said. “That’s what competition’s 
all about, and we have some e.xcep- 
tional young men in this program.”
For the complete, revised and 
updated story, go online to mus- 
tangdaily.net.
SHARING IS CARIN6I
C ^rnd ll this «lory® 
ui uiui. m u/lo nydoi I y. Acl
(Hey. it'll give you something to talk to Mom about.)
su|do|ku
TOOXY'S SOk.UTIONa
7 3 5 1 2 9 4 6 8
9 1 2 4 8 6 3 7 5
8 4 6 3 5 7 9 2 1
1 2 4 9 3 5 6 8 7
5 9 3 6 7 8 1 4 2
6 8 7 2 1 4 5 9 3
2 7 9 5 6 1 8 3 4
3 6 1 8 4 2 7 5 9
4 5 8 7 9 3 2 1 6
W ork i f .
DoitDaily 
Mustang Daily
Classifieds
Place a classified ad 
v is it m ustangdaily.net 
click on Ad info, Classifieds
Mendes
continued from page 12
“It doesn’t really bother me too much,” 
Mendes said.“I’ve always been really close 
to being at the top, but just have never 
been quite there. I’m actually just being 
in the moment, taking this all in and lik­
ing It.”
A Pac-lO champion in 2006, Mendes 
cited Cal State Fullerton junior Teddy 
Astorga, Arizona State freshman Chris 
Drouin and Boise State freshman Eli 
Hutchinson among those who might give 
him the most trouble at the conference 
championships.
“We’ve been training to win the Pac- 
lO,” Mendes said of his Mustangs (5-8, 
4-4 Pac-lO), who figure to also be led by 
sophomore Chase Pami (21-4), now No. 
11 at 157.“ If everyone does a little better 
than expected to do in rankings, we can 
win this, and a lot of the guys on the team 
are starting to know it, and it’s starting to 
show.”
Following the Pac-lO finals, held in 
Eugene, Ore. beginning at 11 a.m. Sunday
and going through Monday, Mendes will 
turn his attention to the NCAA Cham­
pionships, held in St. Louis March 20 to
O')
“There are guys out there 1 haven’t 
wrestled,” Mendes said. “I sometimes 
wonder about that, but it’s not something 
1 worry about. I’ve just got to keep my 
eyes on the title. I can’t let that kind of 
stuff hold me back or scare me.”
Azevedo doesn’t seem worried, either. 
“Some kids, if they lose early in the 
season, it sometimes relieves or releases 
the pressure of being undefeated,” he said. 
“ I’ve seen that, where,‘OK, I’ve lost and 
I’m not thinking about that anymore,’ but 
I think as far as Chad is concerned, and 
we’re concerned, the goal is to go unde­
feated and be a national champion.”
Regardless of what transpires at the end 
of his pursuit of perfection, Mendes likely 
won’t forget the simplest reason for his 
commitment to the sport: the fun of it.
“It’s been fine,” he said. “Some people 
keep asking,‘Is it going to get to you?’ and 
that kind of stuff, but it doesn’t bug me. 
This thing is fun and it doesn’t get to me. 
It’s all fun to me.”
The am ount of 
seconds it took  
M endes to  pin M in ­
n es o ta ’s M anuel 
R ivera, then  No. 3  
in the  country, on 
Dec. 8
1980
The las t tim e  a Cal 
Poly w restler was 
ranked No. 1 in the  
nation
22-0
M en d es ’ dual 
record th is  season  
heading into the  
P ac-lO  C onference  
C ham pionships a t 
Oregon
Cal Poly Career Services presents...
Architecture & 
Ironmental Design
JOB FAIR
Thursday, February 28
Chumash Auditorium & UU 220
Networking: 10 am - 1 pm. Interviews: 2 - 4:30 pm
* ^
i 4 ir * O ver 100 firms with internship and career positions 
forARCE, ARCH, CRP, CM & LA majors!
For the complete list of companies and Job 
descriptions, login to m y.calpoly.edu, click on 
Mustang Jobs and look under Events.*
S - - w j  .-..y
Division of Student Affairs
Cal Poly, Building 124 
805.756.2501
www.careersen/ices,catpoly.edu
HELP WANTED
HIRING SUMMHR CAMP 
COUNSELORS Walton's 
Grizzly kxigc Summer Camp 
is currently hiring camp coun­
selors for the summer of 2(K)8. 
LtK’ated north of Lake Tahtxr.
L(X)king for responsible, 
enthusiastic individuals who 
enjoy working with children.
Competitive salary. Great 
work environment. For more 
infomiation call 530-274-9577 
or visit our web site www. 
grizzlylodge.eom
lTa . SUMMER DAY 
CAMPS Counselors, 
lifeguards & more www. 
daycampjobs.com
CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED
Webmaster for Student 
Community Services, 
work with FrontPage and 
html. $9/hoiir up to 10 hours 
a week.Renovate current 
website,integrate calender 
system, and update weekly. 
Bring resume to SCS office 
in UU 217!
HOUSING
15 Minutes From Cal Poly 
2Br. 2Ba. Mobile Home in 
Quiet Country Setting. Refer, 
Washer, Dryer, Microwave, 
Water, Trash Included. No 
Pets 11(K)/ mo, 15(K) deposit 
215-2982
HOUSING
SFO Condos For Sale 
2 bed, 2 bath, great condi­
tion, patio/ yard, garage, 
close to Poly. $449,000 & 
$469,000 Linda Shinn, 
Re/ Max Seven Cities 
(805)471-4556
College Garden Apts. 
Renting for 2008-2(K)9. Walk 
(min to Cal Poly) nice, clean, 
well-maintained. Large 1 +
2 bedroom Apts. Includes 
cable and internet, laundry 
facilities. Garages available. 
CentralCoastRentals.com or 
544-3952
ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Volunteer at Cal Poly 
Student Community Services 
Stop by UU Room 217! 
or call (805) 756- 2476
Affinity Dance Showcase 
March 1st. 7pm at the Clark 
Center. Featuring dance 
teams from the Bay Area to 
San Diego, and Cal Poly's 
PCF Modern. Visit http:// 
u loop.eom‘.hiict=afti n ity for 
more information!
Mustang Daily Classifieds 
Online and in print! 
www.mustangdaily.net/ 
classifieds
Unlimited yoga classes $90 for 
90 days. Smiling Dog Yoga 
546-91 (X). 1227 Archer St. 
w w w. sm i I i ngdogy ogaS I X).com
LOST AND FOUND
LOST Fat gray cat Heron 
Hall/Stadium area. Fdie CP 
Cat Program 441-5293
FOUND Black women's 
gloves in Ag Bldg 10. 
Contact Oliver 
(805) 215-6234
Place your ad today! Go 
online or call 
(805)756-1143
mustangdaily.net
Tuesday, February 26, 2(X)8 SPORTS SPORTS e d it o r : Donovan Aird ASST. SPORTS EI:>IT0R: Rachel CîeUnian rnustangdailysports@ginail.com
M USTANG DAILY
Purely for the love of the game
Junior shortstop named in preseason as one of the coun­
try’s 50 best players stays focused in leading Cal Poly’s 
attempt to return to the NCAA Tournament
Raiza Canelón
MUSTAN«; DAILY
Melissa Pura has always thought of herself as somewhat of a tomboy. Starting 
at 5 years old, she began to play baseball with boys until she was about 12, when 
her dad coaxed her into playing for softball clubs in her hometown of Salinas.
“ I owe all of my success in softball to my dad,” Pura says. “He really 
believed in me.”
Pura, 21, is a marketing junior at Cal Poly, and she’s also mi- 
noring in wme and viticulture.
Her true passion, though, is softball, and it’s paid off.
After being named in January (along with 49 others across 
the country) to the USA Softball Watch List for the National 
Collegiate Player of the Year award, the shortstop has hit .310 
through 13 games this season. She leads the Mustangs (5-8) 
m triples (one), home runs (two), slugging percentage (.621), 
walks drawn (12), on-base percentage (.556) and stolen bases 
(two, on two attempts).
O f course, such leadership shouldn’t come as a surprise. A year 
ago she set a single-season Division I Cal Poly record with 48 RBI 
and led the Big West with 18 doubles, while also finishing in its top 
10 in batting average (.364), hits (60), runs (34), home runs (10), total 
bases (110), and both slugging (.667) and on-base (.412) percentage.
As a freshman in 2006, she paced the Mustangs with 11 home 
runs while playing every inning at first base in all of Cal Poly’s 50 
games.
Pura has come a long way since her childhood days playing base­
ball with the boys, but remains modest, due in large part to her fam­
ily, made up of accomplished athletes in their own rights.
Her older sister Megan played volleyball at Santa Clara, while 
her little sister Caitlyn plays softball as well and hopes to attend Cal 
Poly to follow in her big sister’s footsteps.
Pura’s love of the game grew even more at Notre Dame High 
in Salinas, an all-girls school where she was a four-year letterwinner 
while leading her team to four-straight Tri-County Athletic League 
titles.
“I love playing so much — it’s been my thing for a long time,” she 
says. “Baseball is our country’s national pastime. I love watching and 
playing — it takes real dedication.”
Although a standout, Pura emphasizes the necessity of commit­
ment on a team level, exemplified by the Mustangs’ Big West Con­
ference title last season, and acknowledged by Big West coaches, who
I
■I
voted Cal Poly as the conference favorite heading into this campaign.
“How much you’re going to put in is how much you’ll get out of it,” 
Pura says. “We work out all year and it’s frustrating that our games don’t start 
until February. As in any sport, you have to be committed to the team, the 
coaches, the program — every individual has to come together.”
Pura says one of her most important strengths on the field is being vo­
cal, involved in every play, relaying what the captains 
are yelling, checking in with infielders and making sure 
everyone stays on their toes.
“Melissa has many strengths,” says jenny Condon, head 
coach of the Cal Poly softball team. “She is extremely tal­
ented and athletic. She is a great leader and a hard 
worker. She is super competitive and loves 
to compete.”
In spite of her laurels so far, Pura, 
who could be looking forward to 
a pending professional career, stays 
grounded in the present.
w  H r  -sx- s *** would consider a career in
the pro league if women’s soft- 
ball was equal with men’s Ma­
jor League Baseball, but un­
fortunately it’s not, so I am 
really concentrating on my 
studies and getting a good 
^  career,” she explains.
The 2007 All-Big West First 
Team selection says she wants to 
study abroad, possibly through viticulture classes in 
another country like Australia or Italy at some point 
before graduating.
“ I would love to continue playing, but I am go­
ing to be ready to start my career,” she says. “Who 
knows? I would love to be involved in my sister’s 
game, helping her out, or even coming back to Cal 
Poly to give pointers. That would be cool.”
Condon espouses all the confidence in the world 
regarding Pura’s future, whatever it may hold in 
store.
“She has the opportunity to play as long as she 
wants,” Condon added. “And she definitely runs 
the pace of the game.”
NICK CAMACHO m u s t a n g  d .u l y  
Junior shortstop Melissa Pura leads Cal Poly ' 
in six offensive categories after earning an 
All-Big West First Team selection last season.
48
The amount of 
RBI Pura ac­
counted for as  
a sophomore in 
2007, setting a 
single-season 
school record 
at the Division 
I level
.556
Pura’s team- 
high on-base 
percentage this 
season, a year 
after finishing 
in the Big West 
Conference's 
top 10 at .412
Top-ranked Mendes still 
striving for perfect season
CXIURTESY PHOTO
Cal Poly senior 141-pound grappler Chad Mendes could soon become 
the first Mustang to win a national championship since 1976.
Senior l4 l-pounder 
leads Cal Poly into Pac- 
10 Conference Champi­
onships this weekend
Donovan Aird
MUSTANLi DAILY
More than 1,500 yearning fans 
heard the announcement they’d 
been waiting for: No. 1 vs. No. 2.
“At Oklahoma State, it was in­
tense,” said John Azevedo, head 
coach of the Cal Poly wrestling 
team. “They make the announce­
ment, ‘No. 1 and 2,’ and their fans 
are going wild.”
But neither his second-ranked 
counterpart nor the rabid throng 
of onlookers in Stillwater, Okla. 
on Feb. 16 could phase Cal Poly’s 
Chad Mendes, the top-ranked 
141-pounder in the country.
After twice trailing, at 2-1 and 
then 3-2, Mendes took down Na-
I think as far as 
Chad is con­
cerned, and 
we’re concerned, 
the goal is to go 
undefeated and 
be a national 
champion.
— John Azevedo 
Cal Poly wrestling head coach
than Morgan with 10 seconds left 
in the match to claim a 4-3 vic­
tory.
It kept his dual record unblem­
ished, at 22-0 heading into the Pac-
10 Conference Championships.
“He was very calm, very poised 
and pulled out the match,” Azeve­
do said.
Such composure has been a 
staple this season from the senior 
from Hanford who, on Dec. 8, 
pinned defending national cham­
pion Minnesota’s Manuel Rivera, 
then the No. 3 grappler in his class, 
in just a minute and 34 seconds.
Now, Mendes, the eighth Mus­
tang to go undefeated in single­
season dual action, has his sights 
set on becoming Cal Poly’s first 
national champion since Mark Di- 
Girolamo accomplished the feat at 
118 pounds in 1976.
As the first Cal Poly wrestler to 
be slotted No. 1 in 28 years, Men­
des says any outside pressure stem­
ming from being bestowed the 
highest assessment doesn’t affect 
his day-to-day approach.
see Mendes, page 11
